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Synopsis

On the surface it seems a simple case: a group of African militiamen have kidnapped a priest and
ordered all Catholic missionaries to leave the nation of Botswana. But the Vatican thinks otherwise.
At its urging, Op-Center investigates -- and finds that the real purpose of the crime is a plan by
outside forces to destabilize the government and seize the nation’s diamond mines. With its military
team,Striker, out of commision, Op-Center must reinvent itself -- and head straight into the crossfire

of an African war.
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Customer Reviews

The story starts with Leon Seronga, one of the main characters, telling of his childhood on the then
wild plains of Botswana. He is now a grown ex-military man from a group known as the Brush
Vipers. This group was formed to aid a group of revolutionists in their successful attempt to
overthrow foreign and oppressive rulers, and turn the country into an entirely independent,
democratic nation. After the revolution is complete, the new government, who no longer sees a use
for them, abandons the group. Several years later, the group is called back together by its
commander, Seronga. This time, they aren’t aiding a political movement; it's an economic and
religious movement being headed by Dhamballa, a man who believes he is the Vodun snake god
incarnate. Vodun is the traditional name for what is commonly known as Voodoo. The Brush Vipers
are used as a defensive weapon, to aid and protect Dhamballa and the Vodunist movement. Their

first move was to kidnap a Catholic priest in an attempt to force the missionaries and the church



itself out of Africa in an effort to restore Botswana to its native religious roots. Meanwhile,
Op-Center, a group formed within the U.S. Government to intercept messages and thwart plots
against the United States and avert international disasters, hears of the growing crisis from Mr.
Kline, a Vatican Security Force officer. Mr. Kline calls in an attempt to get Op-Center to help. Back in
Botswana, Leon has taken Father Bradbury, his captive, to Dhamballa. The trek took them across
the plains and into the swamplands to a compound manned by ex-Brush Vipers, and built to protect
Dhamballa.Dhamballa is a relatively young man, and very soft-spoken, but his voice is firm and he
has an air of confidence that makes people a little uneasy.
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